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Review Questions

1. Describe Lincoln's “Ten Percent Plan.”  What conditions did a state need to meet in order to re-join the Union and regain its representation in Congress?  Was this plan overly strict or not?

2. Describe Johnson's plan for Reconstruction.  What conditions did a state need to meet in order to re-join the Union?  Was this plan similar to or different from Lincoln's?  Was it strict or not?

3. What did the 13th Amendment do?  When was this Amendment ratified?

4. What did the 14th Amendment do?  When was this Amendment ratified?

5. What did the 15th Amendment do?  When was this Amendment ratified?

6. After gaining the right to vote, about what percentage of African Americans voted?  What party did most of them vote for?

7. Immediately following the Civil War, why were most African Americans in the south illiterate? How was this problem addressed?  Who made up the bulk of the teaching force and who supported the schools in the South?

8. Who was the first African American elected to the U.S. Senate?  How many other African Americans were elected to state or federal political offices?  Did they make up a majority or minority of politicians from the South?

9. What is a sharecropper?  What is a tenant farmer?  Is this system – sharecropping or tenant farming – fair?  How is it similar to slavery?  How is it different?

10. Why was the Liberal Republican Party formed?  How did this affect the Republican Party as a whole?

11. What was the Panic of 1873?  What caused this Panic?  How did this contribute to the end of Reconstruction?

12. What was the outcome of the election of 1876?  Who won?  Even though Tilden won the popular vote, why didn't he become President?  How was the dispute resolved?

13. What was the effect of the Reconstruction Act of 1867?  Why did Congress pass this law?

14. Why might a Northern factory owner want the cotton plantations of the South to be rebuilt?

15. What is a carptetbagger?  What were their motives?  Why did many white Southerners dislike them?

16. When was the KKK founded?  Why were they founded?  How did they oppose the government's policies during Reconstruction?
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Essay Question

In a well written essay (5+ paragraphs), respond to the following prompt.  Remember to use the outlining method that we practiced in class.

The period of Reconstruction (1865 – 1877) was characterized, in part, by a great extension of political and civil rights to African Americans.  However, many of these rights were taken away as a system of segregation was set up that would last until the Civil Rights movement of the 1950's and 1960's.

Why did Reconstruction come to an end in 1877?  Be sure to discuss at least three factors leading to the end of Reconstruction.

